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Historical Review of the Concept of ‘Minju’ in Modern Korea

Jung ug Choi

This study reviews the historical meanings of the fundamental concept of “Minju” in Korea's current congtitution,
focusing on how this concept was first introduced to Korea and how its meanings had varied over time until Tjo
Sowang reinterpreted it in quite asimilar line with today’ s predominant usage of the term during the 1930s and 1940s.
In more detail, it deals with the works of Yu Kil-chun(1895), Hyeon Chae(1886), Rhee Syngman(1904), Yi
Kee(1908), An Kuk-son(1907), Najin and Kim Sanyeon, and Tjo Sowang in addition to some periodicas in the
modern period. It finds, among others, that most of the pre-Tjo Sowang writers either used the term of “Minju” to
denote “republic” or employed another term of “Minju-Gonghwa’ to represent the opposite system of imperia
dictatorship. This is contrasted with the contemporary usage of the term, “Minju” and “Minju-Gonghwa’ as
democracy and democratic republic, respectively.

Key words : Minju, Tjo Sowang, Minju-Gonghwa, imperial dictatorship, republic and democracy
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