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ABSTRACT

The Meanings of the Term of ‘Democracy’ in Article 1
of the Founding Constitution of Korea:
Its Conceptual Relations with the Term of ‘Republic’

Hyun-Jik Jeong | Seoul National University

Jungug Choi | Konkuk University

This study explores the contending meanings of ‘democracy’ in the term
‘democratic republic’ of the first article of the 1948 founding constitution of
Korea, as well as their historical origins or backgrounds. It draws largely on the
official minutes of the 1948 constitutional assembly and the much earlier historical
materials and texts. It assumes that to better understand the meanings of democracy,
it is important to distinguish the concept of democracy from that of republic. This
conceptual distinction is based here on the two independent constitutional concepts,
‘form of state(staatsform) and form of government(regierungsform).” We find that
there are largely two contrasting understandings of the conceptual relationship of
‘democracy’ with ‘republic’ in the 1948 constitutional assembly, and that either of

them has its own interesting historical background.

Keywords: founding constitution, democracy, republic, democratic republic, form

of state, form of government



