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Abstract

Texas's Top Ten Percent Rule and College
Admission Policy for Reduction of
Regional Disparity in Higher Education

Choi, Jungug
Konkuk University

Race-based affirmative action programs in US higher education have
undergone a significant change amidst the disputes of unconstitutionality
and reverse discrimination. One of the most innovative policies designed
to circumvent the issue of unconstitutionality is Texas’s top ten percent
rule. This policy aims to reduce the educational inequity in terms of
college admission among social groups and increase the social diversity
in the student population on college campus. This study explores the
features and effects of this democratic and innovative policy, using the
so-far unpublished high-school-campus-level admission data from 1996
to 2015 at the University of Texas at Austin, which is the most prestigious

state university in Texas.

College Admission Policy, Educational Inequity, Texas’'s Top
Ten Percent Rule, Affirmative Action Program, Grade Point Average
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