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A Historical Account of the Constitutional Ban on Line-item

Veto in Korea:
Debates in the First National Assembly(1948-1950)

Hyunjik Jeong
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This study deals with the historical origin of Korean institutionalization of
presidential veto power, especially line-item veto or what was called ‘revision veto’
in the first national assembly of Korea (1948-1950). Very few studies address the
highly-charged debates on what power was involved in the presidential veto in the
assembly. These debates show how the assemblymen came to accept the president’s
line-item veto at the beginning of the assembly but later rejected it. The dramatic
change in their position on the veto power was not just based on any constitutional
theory but driven by urgent political situations and the power struggles between the
president and the assembly. Muddling through several rounds of such veto power
exercises, both sides came to learn that the revision veto would lead only to
politically dangerous immobility in which neither party would win. This early highly
important historical learning led Korea to ban the line-item veto in the
constitutional amendment of 1962. Even though the first Korean constitution
adopted the presidential veto power in general with reference to the US
constitutional system, Korea has remarkably built up political consensus on the issue
of line-item veto based on its own historical learning unlike the USA, in which there

is still no consensus on the issue.

Keywords: Presidential Veto, Line-item Veto, First National Assembly of Korea,

Institutionalization, Historical Learning
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